D[V [NE WHAT PROMPTINGS DID | HEAR OR SENSE FROM GOD IN
THIS PASSAGE? WHAT OTHER RESOURCES HAVE ENRICHED

ENCOUNTER. MY GROWTH AS A JESUS FOLLOWER THIS WEEK?

RESPQND: HOW AM | RESPONDING TO THE PROMPTINGS FROM GOD?

FM[T ATE WHAT [S GOD TRYING TO CHANGE IN MY LIFE TO MAKE ME MORE
: LIKE CHRIST? HOW AM | PARTNERING WITH GOD IN THAT CHANGE?

5 ' WHERE IS GOD MOVING ME BEYOND MY COMFORT ZONE
VENTURE THIS WEEK?

ROMANS 4.18-24

WHO HAVE | BLESSED THIS WEEK THROUGH MY WORDS OR
ENGAGE. ACTIONS? WHAT LEARNING, ENCOURAGEMENT, OR CHALLENGES

WERE RAISE BY IT? ]
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ROMANS
4.18-24

17-18We call Abraham “father” not because he
got God’s attention by living like a saint, but be-
cause God made something out of Abraham when
he was a nobody. Isn’t that what we’ve always
read in Scripture, God saying to Abraham, “| set
you up as father of many peoples”? Abraham was
first named “father” and then became a father
because he dared to trust God to do what only
God could do: raise the dead to life, with a word
make something out of nothing. When everything
was hopeless, Abraham believed anyway, decid-
ing to live not on the basis of what he saw he
couldn’t do but on what God said he would do.
And so he was made father of a multitude of
peoples. God himself said to him, “You’re going
to have a big family, Abraham!”

19-25Abraham didn’t focus on his own impo-
tence and say, “It’s hopeless. This hundred-
year-old body could never father a child.” Nor
did he survey Sarah’s decades of infertility and
give up. He didn’t tiptoe around God’s promise
asking cautiously skeptical questions. He plunged
into the promise and came up strong, ready for
God, sure that God would make good on what

he had said. That’s why it is said, “Abraham was
declared fit before God by trusting God to set
him right.” But it’s not just Abraham; it’s also
us! The same thing gets said about us when we
embrace and believe the One who brought Jesus
to life when the conditions were equally hope- ROAD CREW ERKAS\'?GE SCRIEIURE ZSB’?TOTFOE%’?EEQF z’;%"" alilae s s
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us right with God.




